
Download Inkscape:  https://inkscape.org/release/inkscape-1.4/


Open up a blank document. It should look something like this.





Go to the dropdown File menu and select 
Import


https://inkscape.org/release/inkscape-1.4/


A box will appear. Select the file you wish to import. Click Open




This box will appear. (Full disclosure, I have no idea what it means) just click OK.






Your file will appear. Your page should look something like this:


Make sure your file is selected, go to the Path dropdown menu at the very top and select Trace
Bitmap.







This box will appear on the right side of your screen. 
Click Apply at the bottom. 


(Ignore the adjustment bars for now. Those can be 
useful but the standard settings work very well for most 
projects.) 


Your vectorized image appears directly on top of your original JPEG. Drag it off. 




Delete your original file so you don’t get confused. Congratulations! Your file is now Vectorized!! 


You can export it as is as a PNG and work with it as is. But if the file needs to be edited or 
cleaned up it is super easy to do as a vector. Go to the Node Tool at the top left of your screen. 

It is the tool just below the cursor tool. 


Once you select that, the available nodes will appear on your file. It will look like this with little 
grey squares. There may be more or less depending on the texture of your lines. 







Click on an individual node for the handles to appear. Use the handles to adjust the line. Or 
make larger adjustments by deleting or adding nodes. Select and hit Delete to remove. Double 
clink on line to add. You can also grab the blank space between nodes and pull the line to 
adjust the shape. 




When you are satisfied with your work, 
click on it with the regular cursor to 
select it then go to File > Export






A box will appear on the right side of the screen. 
Make sure you have “Selection” selected. You 
only want to export your calligraphy, not the 
whole page. At the very bottom name your file 
and select where you want to export it to. Make 
sure “export as PNG” is selected on the 
dropdown list and hit Export. 


Go to your computer and open up your exported file to check it. It will probably look like it has 
a dark grey background (there isn’t a background, that is just how the preview looks.) 


You are done! Your file is ready to be sent to a graphic designer or printer.


